[An autopsy case of Ehlers-Danlos syndrome showing various types of cerebrovascular disease].
We report a 73-year-old woman with Ehlers-Danlos syndrome (EDS) and hypertension who had developed various types of cerebrovascular disease. She had suffered from cerebral hemorrhage of the left putamen at the age of 58, of the left parietal lobe at 64 and cerebral infarction of right internal capsule at 71. EDS type II or III was suggested by two times of skin biopsies. A brain CT at the age of 73 revealed a comparatively large cerebral aneurysm in the territory of the anterior cerebral artery. The patient was treated conservatively, but died due to rupture of the aneurysm. The wall of the aneurysm was made up thin collagen fibers without elastic fibers. There were other multiple small aneurysms in the cerebral arteries, but none in other organs. Deposition of acid mucopolysaccharides was noted in the media of the abdominal aorta. Finally, the present case was thought most likely to be of EDS type IV. It was suggested that one of the causes of the cerebral hemorrhage at the ages of 58 and 64 and the infarction at 71 was related to hypertension, since brain MR angiography at 71 showed no clear aneurysms. In cases of EDS, one should consider the possible formation or rupture of cerebral aneurysm even though the course is favorable.